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Statutory reference:

Dogs and other domestic pets generally, see SC. Code 88 47-3-10 et seq.
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Rabies control, see SC. Code 88 47-5-10 et seq.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

§90.01 DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this chapter, the followingimigbns shall apply unless the context clearly
indicates or requires a different meaning.

ABANDONMENT. A situation, in which an owner of a domestic aalimleserts, forsakes or
gives up an animal, without securing another ovamevithout providing for that animal the necessitie
of life.

ANIMAL. One or more domestic animals of any kind, andamaore domestic fowls of any
species.

AT LARGE. An animal off the property of its owner or otleensenting landowner, and not
under restraint.

CARNIVORE. Any animal able to kill and eat the meat from taeo animal.

NUISANCE. An animal that disturbs the rights of, threatdhessafety of, or damages a member
of the general public, or interferes with the oedinuse and enjoyment of their property.

OWNER. Any person who:
(1) Has aright of property in an animal,
(2) Keeps or harbors an animal, or who has hisncare or acts as its custodian; or
(3) Permits an animal to remain on or about aeynses he occupies.

VICIOUS ANIMAL. Any animal evidencing characteristics usuallyoagged with an animal
abnormally inclined to attack, or to attempt t@ekt, other animals or persons, without provocatipn
such other animal or person.

(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)
§90.02 COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER.

(A) Powersand duties.

(1) The County Animal Control Officer shall hathee power to enforce this chapter,

cooperate with the County Health Department in guo@ning animals, and carry out the duties and
assume the responsibilities of this chapter.
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(2) The Animal Control Officer shall maintain suetords as may be prescribed by the County
Administrator, and as necessary to enforce theigions of this chapter.
(B) Commissioning as constable.

(1) Pursuantto S.C. § 4-9-145, as amended, thet§ Council authorizes the
commissioning of the Animal Control Officer as ainty constable.
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(2) The constable shall be empowered to enfdiemanty ordinances and laws of the state
within the geographical boundaries of the countwéver, he shall place priority upon enforcement of
this chapter.

(3) (a) The constable shall obtain and keep atiak training and certifications for law
enforcement officers required of him by applicdbls.

(b) Proof of certification shall be filed withé County Administrator.
(4) The term of the constable shall be concunnettit his tenure as the Animal Control
Officer, unless the County Council shall by resiolnitsooner revoke his constabulary authority.
(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)
§90.03 UNLAWFUL ACTSAND PUBLIC NUISANCES.

(A) In the county, it shall be unlawful for anyiaral owner or other person with custody and
control of any animal to allow:

(1) Such animal to run repeatedly at large ofpr@iperty owned, rented or controlled by him
SO as to constitute a nuisance or menace to tisemper property of another;

(2) Such animal to molest or threaten passefebgers or schoolchildren, or to chase
vehicles traveling any public highway, public streepublic road;

(3) Trespassing by an animal on school grounds;
(4) Barking, whining, howling or noises peculiarother animals, in an habitual manner,

causing an unreasonable disturbance to any citizgrtp be interpreted to restrict barking or howgli
of dogs while in the process of a controlled andhaged hunt on personal or a consenting landowner's

property.

(B) It shall be unlawful to allow a female aninialseason to roam unrestrained in any area in the
county.

(1) Such animal shall be confined by the ownea building or secure enclosure, out of sight
of public view, even if breeding is planned.

(2) Such animal running at large may be captbsednimal Control and retained at the
county pound.

(C) No person shall interfere with, hinder or nslanimal Control Agents or other duly
authorized county law enforcement officers in teef@rmance of their duties.
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(D) No person shall release or attempt to releagbput authority, any animal impounded or
guarantined pursuant to the animal control lanthefcounty.

(E) No person shall steal any positively idenbfeaanimal.

(F) (1) No person shall kill any animal, when tivener may be identified by means of a collar
bearing sufficient information or some other forfrpositive identification.

(2) This does not apply to the killing of an aairthreatening to cause, or causing personal
injury or property damage, as outlined in 8§ 90.08(C
(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04) Penalty, see $90.9
8§90.04 ABANDONED ANIMALS.
No person shall abandon any animal in the county.
(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04) Penalty, see $£90.9

§90.05 EVIDENCE OF RABIESREQUIREMENTS.

(A) A valid metal rabies tag must be attached toltar or harness and worn by dogs and cats at
all times.

(B) This rabies tag must have been issued byeadied veterinarian.

(C) Animals without tags may be picked up by themal Control Officer, and taken to the
animal compound for further disposition.
(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)
§90.06 ANIMAL CARE.

No owner shall fail to provide his animal with Baent food and water, proper shelter and
protection from the weather, and humane care aadnrent.
(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04) Penalty, see $£90.9

Any owner, keeper, or other person having cordr@upervision of an animal must remove
promptly all feces left by the animal on any strsetewalk, or plaza or in any public park anywhere
within the city.
§90.07 PERIOD OF IMPOUNDMENT AND DISPOSITION OF ANIMALS.

(A) County Animal Control Officers shall pick umpéimpound or quarantine any animal running
at large.
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(B) Any animal impounded by the county, which vpésked up wearing identification tags and/or
bearing a tattoo, shall be taken to the countytshel other designated facility, and held for a
minimum of ten working days.

(1) Animal Control shall attempt to notify the par at his last known address, by telephone
or certified mail, that they have the animal initlpwssession.

(2) Within ten working days from the date he wasfied, the owner must notify the Animal
Control Officer that he will pick up his animal.

(3) If the owner does not pick up the animal witten working days of notification by the
Animal Control Officer, the animal shall become freperty of the county animal shelter.

(C) Any animal impounded by the county that iskpt up with no identification shall be detained
for redemption by its owner for a period of five lkimg days.

(1) If the animal is not redeemed by its ownethiat period, the animal, if determined by the
Animal Control Officer to be adoptable, may be gidkup by a local humane society and transferred to
its facility for adoption through its spay/neuteogram.

(2) The Animal Control Officer shall be prohildtérom placing for adoption animals he has
impounded.

(D) Any owner wishing to have his animal releaedh impoundment shall be responsible for
payment of a rabies inoculation fee, if needed,andunty pound fee, as set from time to time.

(1) It shall be incumbent upon the owner of apammded animal to produce or demonstrate
to personnel sufficient proof of current and vatidculation for such animal prior to its releasanfr
impoundment.

(2) Alternatively, Animal Control personnel mayange for the inoculation of such animal,
at the owner’s expense, prior to releasing the ahim

(E) The county shall not be held liable for acaide disease or treatment of animals while
confined in the county pound, and shall be released responsibilities to the new owner or former
owner when a pet is adopted or disposed of humaaslgpecified in this section.

(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)

890.08 RUNNING AT LARGE; PROPERTY DAMAGE.
(A) Any person whose property, such as shrubldenwer beds, gardens or personal property in
the yard area, has been repeatedly bothered, lokstuor defecated or urinated upon by a trespassing

animal may submit a complaint to the Animal Contdlice or an Easley Police Officer.
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(1) If such a complaint is made, the Animal Coh®fficer or an Easley Police Officer will
notify the owner of the animal, if the owner is kg by certified mail or by citation of the compiai

(2) If no response is received, the Animal Cdr@fficer may capture the trespassing animal
on the complainant's private property by a humaathod, e.g., by setting cage-type traps.

(B) (1) If the owner of a trespassing animal i$ krmown, Animal Control may capture such
animal by the method described in division (A) lmktsection, and hold it in the county pound as&er
90.07.

(2) If the owner (if known), upon being notifibg Animal Control after the first day of
confinement, does not tender payment, the persmplaining shall have the right to seek restitution
for damages or losses through the magistratestscour

(C) Any property owner who may find an animal as jproperty, in the act of injuring or
destroying any person or domestic animal, may usgnsinecessary to protect his person or property
from injury or destruction.

(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)

VICIOUS ANIMALS

§90.15 OWNING OR KEEPING A VICIOUSANIMAL.

(A) No person owning or keeping a vicious animalypermit the animal to go unconfined on his
premises.

(1) A vicious animal iYNCONFINED, if the animal is not confined indoors, or not
confined in a securely enclosed fence or a seceraijosed and locked pen or run area upon the
person's premises.

(2) The pen or run area must be clearly markezmbataining a vicious animal, and must be
designed to prevent the entry of the general puisiatuding children, and to prevent the escape or
release of the animal.

(3) This section does not apply to an animal aMoye a licensed security company and on
patrol in a confined area.

(B) No person owning or keeping a vicious animalyrpermit the animal to go beyond his
premises, unless the animal is safely restrainddtanrequirements of 8§ 90.15(E) are met.
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(C) No person shall:

(1) Own, possess, keep or train any animal wighintent that such animal shall be engaged
in an exhibition of fighting or make unprovokedaatts upon human beings, domestic animals, or
livestock;

(2) Build, make, maintain or keep a pit he ownsmland he occupies or controls, or allow a
pit to be built, made, maintained or kept on sunpses for the purpose of any exhibition of animal
fighting;

(3) In any manner encourage, instigate, prompsessist in an exhibition of animal fighting;

(4) Charge admission, be an assistant or an empirparticipate or be present as a spectator
to any exhibition of animal fighting.

(D) (1) No person may possess with intent to séfiér for sale, breed, buy or attempt to buy a
known vicious animal.

(2) This section does not apply to a person wHensed to possess and breed an animal
under classifications specified and regulated befal authorities.

(E) A person owning or harboring a vicious anistall register the animal with the local law
enforcement authority.

(F) No carnivores that are both normally not damaged and not native or indigenous to the
State of South Carolina may be owned, possessdihried or kept in any manner in the county,
except pursuant to a permit issued by the CouniynAhControl Department; or pursuant to a Class A,
Class B or Class C license issued by the UnitettS@aepartment of Agriculture, under 7 U.S.C. 88
2131-2157 and 7 C.F.R. 88 2.17, 2.51, 371.2(ghaiding operation as a breeder, dealer, exhiloitor
operator of an auction sale; or as otherwise peaioly state law, including but not limited to, S.C.
Code § 50-11-2400.

(G) An animal shelter, a publicly owned zoologipaltk, a veterinary hospital, a public laboratory,
a publicly owned facility for education, a facilitigat is operated for scientific purposes, and all
governmental entities shall be exempt from the irequents of § 90.15(F).

(H) (1) A person owning or harboring a dog or otieimal used for hunting purposes shall
determine whether the hunting animal meets thendiefn of a vicious animal.

(2) If the owner determines that the animalwcgous animal, it shall be the responsibility of

the owner to restrain such animal when it is nahaact of hunting.
(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04) Penalty, see $£90.9
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§90.16 REMOVAL OR IMPOUNDMENT OF A VICIOUS ANIMAL.

(A) If an Animal Control Officer has probable cau® believe that a vicious animal is being
harbored or cared for in violation of divisions (AL), (D), (E) or (F) of 8 90.15, the Officer mhaging
a charge against the owner, and petition the d@wing jurisdiction to order the seizure and
impoundment of the vicious animal while the trejpiending.

(B) If an Animal Control Officer has probable caus believe that a vicious animal is being
harbored or housed in violation of § 90.15(B), @ficer may bring a charge against the owner, and
seize and impound the vicious animal while trigbending.

(C) Any vicious animal owned, possessed or maietiin violation of § 90.15 shall be seized and
impounded by an Animal Control Officer, or othewlanforcement officer assisting such Officer, and
a charge shall be brought against the owner of anghal, pursuant to this chapter.

(D) An animal that has been determined to be @urdmuisance, according to the definition
provided in § 90.01, by the Department of Animah@ol may be impounded, and may not be
returned to the owner, until the owner can prodagdence to demonstrate that the situation creating
the nuisance has been abated.

(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)

DOGS

§90.25 NOISY DOGS.

(A) No person shall keep, harbor, or maintain dog which habitually barks or cries so as to
disturb the public peace.

(B) Upon the receipt of two detailed, written aigned complaints from separate households in
close proximity to the offender, the Animal Cont@ificer or other appropriate law enforcement
officer shall notify the owner or keeper of the dogwriting, to correct the violation within 15 g&of
receiving the notice.

(C) If the violation is not corrected within thé-tlay period, the owner or keeper of the dog shall
be deemed guilty of a violation of this section.
(Ord. passed 4-11-88; Am. Ord. 2000-13, passed-8012m. Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)
Penalty, see § 10.99

§90.26 CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF DOGS.

(A) Tethering - It shall be unlawful for any persto tether, fasten, chain, tie, restrain or cause
dog to be fastened, chained, tied, or restraindutses, trees, fences, garages or other stationary
or highly immobile objects by means of a rope, ohairap or other physical restraint for a period
no longer than necessary for the owner or persaeomitrol to complete a temporary task.

(B) Confinement shall be accomplished by mearesfehce or similar enclosure of sufficient
strength and height to prevent the dog from esgapBased on the size of the animal, each
enclosure shall be of sufficient size to permiettem of movement to the dog confined.



(C) Dogs may be attached to a running line, pulbeytrolley system, of at least 15 feet in length.
The dog may not be attached to these systems ithigr @ choke or pinch collar.

(D) All enclosures or areas consisting of a rugrine, pulley, or trolley system shall include a
shelter to protect the dog from cold, heat, and, naith sufficient food and water.

(E) Each enclosure or areas consisting of a runlime, pulley, or trolley system must be kept
clean and free of decaying food, stagnant waterfecal matter.

(F) This section shall not affect the use of appade underground electronic means of
confinement.

(G) The penalty for this section is as provide®0.99.
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FARM ANIMALS

§90.35 FARM ANIMALS.

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to havenficanimals on any property within the city limits
except such property is classified as farm prop@rtyroperty tax purposes by Pickens County under
provisions of state law.

(B) Farm animals include, but are not limitedhe following: goats, pigs, cattle, horses,
chickens, turkeys, and any animal raised as acutyural product.

(C) Common pets including dogs, cats, birds, fablind other small animals typically sold at pet
shops are not considered farm animals.

(D) The Easley Police Department is responsibiefdorcement of this section.

(E) The penalty for violation of this section s@rovided in § 90.99.
(Ord. 2006-10, passed 6-12-06)

§90.99 PENALTY.

Animal Control Officer making charge — Any person violating any provision of this cheptwith the
exception of § 90.25, shall be deemed guilty ofisdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished
as provided in Sec. 1-7 of the Pickens County Gdderdinances.

(Ord. 2004-11, passed 6-21-04)

Easley Police Officer making charge - Any person violating any provision of this chaptwith the
exception of § 90.25, shall be deemed guilty ofisdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject
to a fine not to exceed $500 or imprisoned of noterthan 30 days, plus any state assessments.



